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Remarks/Arguments 

Claims 1-21 are currently pending in the application. No amendment of the claims 
has been made. 

Claims 1-21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
O'Callaghan (U.S. Pub. No. 20004/0211838). This rejection is respectfully traversed 
for the reasons set forth below. 

Prior to addressing the instant rejection, a brief description of the inventive concept is 
considered warranted. The instant inventors observed that in many private and 
postal carrier distribution systems, a number of issues arise with respect to the ability 
of the sender of an item to track the item within the carrier's system. For example, 
since carriers typically track the item using a unique carrier assigned number that is 
applied by the carrier to the item, the sender must have some type of upfront 
communication with the carrier to obtain the unique carrier assigned number to 
permit inquiries as to the tracking status of the item. Thus the sender must physically 
bring the item to the carrier, which may take a great deal of time, or such unique 
numbers can be downloaded from the carrier online. However, while the online 
system helps with the time problem it creates another problem for the carrier in that 
the carrier cannot be sure that the unique carrier generated number was affixed to a 
specific item. 

The instant inventors solved the above problem by using two unique identifiers: one 
created by the sender and the other created by the carrier. A user generates the 
unique sender identifier during the creation of the mailpiece and submits it into the 
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carrier distribution system, together with the item (i.e. mailpiece) without knowing 
anything else about the internal workings of the carrier's tracking system. The carrier 
having knowledge of the sender's unique identifier can then associate the sender's 
unique identifier with a unique identifier created by the carrier that the carrier uses to 
track the item. Thus, when a sender wishes to check on the tracking status of their 
item, they only need to provide the sender's unique identifier to the carrier and they 
don't need to know anything about the carrier's unique identifier. The carrier, via the 
created association between the sender's unique identifier and the carrier's unique 
identifier, can identify the mailpiece and report the tracking status back to the sender. 
This system allows for a sender to, for example, drop a mailpiece into a carrier's drop 
box with a sender's unique identifier located thereon and still be able to track the 
mailpiece without receiving any unique identifier tracking information from the carrier. 

O'Callaghan does not teach or suggest the claimed dual use of the unique sender 
generated identifier and the unique carrier generated identifier as recited in each of 
independent claims 1 and 11. O'Callaghan is not even directed to the tracking of 
mailpieces through a carrier distribution system. Instead, O'Callaghan describes the 
system shown in Figure 2 which verifies whether a batch of mail follows a pre- 
established set of rules to qualify for bulk mailing discounts (Paragraphs 0005, 0038, 
claim 1). 

As discussed, in paragraph 0036 of O'Callaghan, it is clear that the O'Callaghan 
system is used by the carrier to verify that information provided by the mailer is 
correct. It is stated that: 

The system identifies and verifies the accuracy of the printed barcode 
against the results of an address search within its address database, and 
verifies that such aspects of the mail as postage paid, weight, etc., are 
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consistent with the information provided by the mailer. 

Moreover, the apparatus of O'Callaghan only teaches that the carrier applies a single 
ID number to the mailpiece so that information about the individual mailpiece can be 
maintained in a database for future reference. There is simply no teaching or 
suggestion in O'Callaghan of the claimed second unique identifier generated by the 
sender, its relationship and association to a unique carrier generated identifier, and 
its use by a sender in tracking a mailpiece without the sender having knowledge of 
the unique carrier generated identifier. 

In view of the above it is submitted that independent claims 1 and 1 1 are neither 
anticipated by nor rendered obvious in view of O'Callaghan. Additionally claims 2-10 
and 12-21 are considered patentable based on their respective dependencies from 
claims 1 and 1 1 as well as for the specified elements in each of these claims which 
are neither taught nor suggested by O'Callaghan. 

Applicants would also like to point out to the Examiner that the copy of the PTO-892 
that Applicants received did not list the O'Callaghan reference. Further, Applicants 
did not receive initialed copies of the PTO-1449 forms that accompanied Information 
Disclosure Statements (IDS') respectively filed on October 01, 2001 and October 05, 
2001. Applicants request that the examiner include with the next office action 
initialed copies of the PTO-1449 forms submitted with these IDS'. Copies of the IDS' 
together with their respective PTO receipt cards is attached herewith as enclosures 1 
and 2. 

It is submitted that the application stands in condition for allowance. Reconsideration 
of the rejection and an early notice of allowance is earnestly solicited. If however, the 
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examiner has any additional questions, please contact the undersigned at the 
number below. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted 
that the claims of this application are now in a condition for allowance and favorable 
action thereon is requested. 



PITNEY BOWES INC. 

Intellectual Property and 

Technology Law Department 

35 Waterview Drive 

P.O. Box 3000 

Shelton, CT 06484-8000 



Respectfully submitted, 




"Steven J. Sti&rfro 
Reg. No. 35,677 
Attorney of Record 
Telephone (203) 924-3880 
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In re patent application of: 



Leon A. Pintsov et al. 



) Attorney Docket No.: F-260 



Serial No.: 09/927,963 



) Group Art Unit: 2161 



Filed: August 10, 2001 



)Date: October 1, 2001 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TRACKING MAIL ITEMS THROUGH 
A CARRIER DISTRIBUTION 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they 
are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in 
respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated 
as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

A list of the patent(s) and/or publication(s) is set forth on the attached Form PTO- 
1449 (Modified). 
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